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Background 



2. (U) The 
protection 



CDU/CSU alone 



three smaller parties now in opposition made 
civil rights a part of their 2005 federal 

All argued that neither the SPD nor 
could be trusted to do so, especially given 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 15 MAY 2009 200706444 



UNCLASSIFIED 



„. , fc . UNCLASSIFIED 

tftose parties 1 emphasis on ensuring public security in the 
face of the terrorist threat. For the FDP, this represented 
something of a return to its roots and was partly a tactical 
response to critics within and outside the party who argued 
that it had become too focused on economic issues at the 
expense of social considerations. The Greens emphasized 
their role in the SPD-Green coalition as a restraint on thos 
in the SPD who would have increased police and government 
power in order to combat domestic and foreign terrorism. 
Though the PDS, as successor to the East German communist 
party, has little credibility or resonance nationally on 
civil rights, they also adopted a strong line on the issue. 
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